Mr. Christopher R Staples
January 29, 1969 - September 9, 2019

After a lifetime of chasing adventure and discovery, Christopher Raymond Staples
peacefully passed away early in the morning of Monday, September 9, 2019. He was 50
years old.
A celebration of his life will take place at Clark Beach in Palm Beach on Saturday,
September 21st at 8:30am. There will a paddle out by his cousin Bryan DeBay with his
nieces and nephews participating and his friends and family singing and dancing and
praising.
Chris was endowed with many gifts and talents. He was a brilliant artist from a very early
age. His works included photography, pencil drawings, and painting across many genres:
landscape, surf action, sea life, spiritual metaphor, and scientific interpretation. He also
taught himself guitar as a teenager. In addition to his love of the arts, he also was an avid
athlete. His first love was surfing, which he pursued for nearly four decades. His football
career was cut short by a devastating ankle injury in high school. But he did participate in
basketball in a variety of school teams, community leagues, and intense playground
showdowns. He also would war frequently with his brother in the backyard, where he
would routinely knock down trees from beyond the jungle gym and over the wire bringing
cable to the house. He worked out in the gym, skateboarded, rode his bike for miles,
mastered racquetball and tennis, hiked, and fished in just about every waterway he could
find.
What was most recognized by those around him, though, was his brilliant mind. A
graduate of Florida Atlantic University in 1991 with a BS in Oceanic Chemistry, he studied
and did graduate work at University of California at Irvine, University of Wisconsin, and the
University of Georgia - where he earned his PhD in bio-inorganic chemistry. He also
worked with NASA’s astrobiology unit at Arizona State University and presented
discoveries in iron sulfur bonds at International conferences. He was a deep thinker, a
curious spirit, and a dedicated explorer.

He is mourned by his brother David and sister-in-law Heather and their children Josiah,
Natalie, and Gabe; his sister Holly and her son Toby, who Chris loved like a son; his Aunt
Dee and Uncle Mike who provided love and care until Chris said his last; and his Uncles
George, Jim, and Bill, his Aunts Kathy, Mary Jane, and Katherine, and his many cousins

Comments

“

I worked with Chris at Arizona State University. I am very sorry to learn that he
passed. I thought he was on his dream trip. The world is a little less bright. RIP Chris.
May you be surfing the waves you loved.

Cinda Cuthbertson - May 13 at 01:44 AM

“

I met my step-brother Chris as a little boy, he was 3 and I was 15. He was my first
baby brother.
He was such a cute kid, full of questions! He loved animals and books and music. I
lost touch with him years ago, so I missed all the amazing things he accomplished as
an adult. The following lyrics are from the Kenny Loggins song "House At Pooh
Corner." It was a hit the year I met him and it reminds me of the park, puppies, kitties
and watching the clouds...
"Christopher Robin and I walked along
Under branches lit up by the moon.
Posing our questions to Owl and Eeyore
As our days disappeared all too soon.
But I've wandered much further today than I should
And I can't seem to find my way back to the wood.
So, help me if you can I've got to get
Back to the house at Pooh corner by one.
You'd be surprised there's so much to be done,
Count all the bees in the hive,
Chase all the clouds from the sky.
Back to the days of Christopher Robin and Pooh."
Much sympathy to all the family.
Sue Staples

Sue Staples - September 20, 2019 at 08:44 PM

“

I first met Chris when he was about 2, maybe 3, years old. His mother would bring
Chris and her collie dog and together we would go off to the park, the playground,
the lake - somewhere the dog and the child could play. I remember Chris had the
biggest, darkest eyes: he was shy at first, but always curious and happy to explore
whatever terrain we were in.
No way to imagine then what life would bring our way, and no way to avoid it either.
I am going to remember Chris now as he was in childhood: shy and friendly, with a
winning smile, sweet and inquisitive. Unafraid. Rest in peace Chris, your struggle is
over.

George Staples - September 11, 2019 at 03:04 PM

“

We never met Christopher face to face but got to know him via Face Book, & we
were friends for over 12 years. He had such a brilliant mind & was taken from this
world by something he could not control. Such a waste. WE DISCUSSED many
things over the years via the messenger box, loved to see his posts, his rants
regarding road users & littered beaches left by others which he cleaned up! He asked
advice regarding poorly cars & which way to jump. During his remaining time in this
world he was grateful to Aunt Dee, & boasted about the meals she cooked & the left
overs he would take home to feast upon during the forthcoming week. He loved his
little `yard` we call a garden, growing plants to eat, many we had never heard of.
Thanks to all the folks who did their best for him, Dee, Holly being helpful &
understanding.
We from over the `pond` will never forget Christopher Staples. R.I.P.

Stu White - September 10, 2019 at 04:49 PM

“

Dee and Mike, there is no saying enough thanks for the care you gave Chris. I
remember so many things about Chris, my adopted brother. As a child, he was very
loving, although a bit shy. As a teenager, I was astounded at all he was able to not
only do, but excel at. He was absolutely brilliant. Sadly, I lost track of him after he
went off to higher education, I moved, and didn't get many updates on any of my sibs
down there. I regret that very much, but am glad I did get to spend some time with
Chris in recent years. It is so sad that his life ended so soon, and my love and
prayers go to all of his family members. Mary Staples Carrico

Mary Carrico - September 10, 2019 at 03:38 PM

“

Holly and David, I'm so sorry for your heartache. Praying for God's comfort and
peace as you remember and celebrate Chris's life. Mandy H.

Mandy - September 10, 2019 at 02:54 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dee Lewis - September 10, 2019 at 02:39 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dee Lewis - September 10, 2019 at 02:38 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dee Lewis - September 10, 2019 at 02:34 PM

“

I love you and I miss you Christopher and I am praying for David & Holly. You will be
their guardian angel now.

Dee Lewis - September 10, 2019 at 02:29 PM

“

We miss him so much
Stu - September 18, 2019 at 12:17 PM

